Attorney-Client Fee Agreement
(Hourly with Advance Deposit, Domestic)
DATE
CLIENT NAME
We appreciate the confidence you have shown in retaining our firm to represent you. This letter sets
forth our respective participation and responsibilities in your case. You have hired us to handle the
following matter for you:
DIVORCE, CHILD CUSTODY, CHILD SUPPORT, SPOUSAL SUPPORT
AND COMMUNITY PROPERTY PARTITION
Legal services on your case will not begin until after we have received your deposit for fees and a
signed copy of this agreement, unless the attorney decides otherwise. You have paid a deposit of
$
to secure the services of our firm, to compensate us for assuming responsibility for
your case, and to ensure our availability to represent you.
The deposit will be applied toward payment of legal services rendered on your behalf. You
authorize us to transfer expenses incurred and fees earned from our client trust account to our
business account. When your credit balance with us falls below 50% of the amount of the deposit,
you agree to replenish your deposit, so that you maintain a minimum credit balance on deposit with
the firm at all times in the amount of at least 50% of your original advance fee. At the conclusion of
the case, any unused portion of the advance will be refunded to you. We will send you itemized
statements each month. If your statement shows a balance due to the firm, you agree to pay both
that balance due and to replenish your advance deposit each time you receive a statement from us.
You agree to make these required payments no later than ten (10) days from the date of the
statement.
This firm does not finance legal services. If you fail to maintain the terms of this agreement, and
to pay fees as expressly set forth herein, we may file a Motion to Withdraw as your counsel of
record.
You agree to pay the firm for attorneys' services at the rate of $
per hour. You also agree
to pay $
per hour for paralegal services rendered to you. The time expended on your matter
will be computed on the basis of one-tenth of an hour increments.
Any figures we quote you for the total cost of our services are merely estimates. The opposing
party, the opposing attorney or others may engage in activities beyond our control, requiring us to
expend additional time not originally contemplated.
In addition, you will be responsible for all costs which we may incur on your behalf. These costs
include filing fees, service of process, depositions, appraisals, witness fees, court reporter fees, copy
and telephone expense, and fees for accountants, investigators, psychologists and other experts. We

will consult with you prior to employing any such services. We will mutually decide whether such
expert fees are paid out of the advance deposit or directly by you. You authorize us to hire other
attorneys, with your prior knowledge and written consent, to work with us on this engagement, at
your expense.
Our representation does not include preparation of Qualified Domestic Relations Orders to divide
community retirement or profit-sharing benefits. This requires extra specialized work which will
usually be referred to another attorney.
We also do not give advice on the tax consequences in community property, spousal support, child
support and succession cases. We advise you to confer with a tax attorney or Certified Public
Accountant to determine the tax consequences of any proposed action prior to settlement or trial.
We make every reasonable effort to settle contested issues without the emotional and financial
burden of trial. Sometimes, though, it is not possible to reach agreement. If it becomes apparent that
your case will have to go to trial, you agree to pay the firm a trial deposit in an amount to be
determined by the attorney, within one week after we notify you of the amount required. If your
case is subsequently resolved without the necessity of a trial, any unused portion of your deposit
will be refunded to you. If you do not pay the trial deposit within one week of notification, we may
file a Motion to Withdraw in your case.
We reserve the right to terminate this agreement for any of the following reasons:
1. You fail to pay fees, costs, advance fee replenishment or trial deposits in accordance with this
agreement.
2. You fail to cooperate and comply fully with all reasonable requests of the firm in reference to
your case.
3. You insist on pursuing an objective that the firm considers repugnant, illegal or imprudent, or
contrary to your legal best interest.
4. You engage in conduct which makes it unreasonably difficult to carry out the purposes of this
employment.
5. Any other reason allowed under the Rules of Professional Conduct.
You have the right to terminate our services upon written notice to that effect. You will be
responsible for any fee for services performed or costs expended prior to our withdrawal or
discharge, including time and costs expended to duplicate the file, turn over the file, and withdraw
as counsel of record.
You understand and agree that this contract is intended to and does hereby assign, transfer, set over
and deliver unto us as the fee for representing you, an interest in the claims, proceeds or any
recovery therefrom under the terms and conditions above, and that our firm shall have a privilege
afforded by Louisiana Revised Statute § 9:5001.
We have explained to you that the court dockets are crowded, and that it might take a long time to
have a contested matter heard. While most cases will settle, some do not. You acknowledge that we
have made no promises regarding when the matter will be concluded or any particular results. We
will work as quickly as possible to get the matter concluded, consistent with our caseload and the

proper protection of your rights.
New fee arrangements will be required at our discretion for appellate work and the collection of
amounts which the opposing party may be required to pay to you. This agreement is only for
services to be performed through the trial court level and does not extend beyond the entry of
judgment or motion for new trial.
[Optional]
[ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION. In the event of any dispute or disagreement
concerning this agreement, I agree to submit to arbitration by the Louisiana State Bar Association
Legal Fee Dispute Resolution Program.]
NOTICE: By initialing in the space below, you are agreeing to have any dispute arising out
of the matters included in the "Alternative Dispute Resolution" provision decided by
neutral binding arbitration as provided by Louisiana Arbitration Law; and you are giving
up your right to have the dispute decided in a court or jury trial. By initialing in the space
below, you are also giving up your rights to discovery and appeal. If you refuse to submit
to arbitration after agreeing to this provision, you may be compelled to arbitrate under the
authority of the Louisiana Arbitration Law.
I have read and understand the foregoing and agree to submit to neutral binding
arbitration disputes arising out of the matters included in the "Alternative Dispute
Resolution" provision.
Client's Initials
Attorney's Initials
ADDITIONAL TERMS. Attorney and Client agree to the following additional terms:

FILE RETENTION. Our office will maintain your file for a minimum of five years after
termination of representation, after which your file may be destroyed without further notice.
Please read this document carefully. It sets forth all the terms of our agreement. If you agree with
these terms, please sign in the place provided for your signature and return one signed copy to the
firm. You should also retain a copy for your files so that you will have a memorandum of your
agreement.
APPROVED AND AGREED TO THIS
CLIENT
ATTORNEY

DAY OF

, 20

.

